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through miR-665/IL6 axis via PI3K/Akt signaling 
pathway
Ruoyu Wu1†, Jihao Ruan2†, Yongjin Sun1, Mengyu Liu3, Zhuang Sha4, Cunyi Fan2*   and Qingkai Wu2,3* 
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The Editors-in-Chief have retracted this article. After 
publication, concerns were raised regarding the binding 
site between IL-6 mRNA and miR-665. Specifically, the 
sequence of IL6 3’UTR reported in this article appears 
to refer to ILR6 rather than IL6. Additionally, in the Tar-
getScan database, miR-665 does not appear to be among 
the predicted miRNAs targeting IL6. Further checks by 
the Publisher identified the following concerns with the 
presented data:

In Figs.  4f and 6g, three images appear to originate 
from the same sample (4f ALP Vector and sh-NC, and 6g 
Antagomir-665+sh-IL6).

In Figs.  5f, 6f and 7a, all western blot images have 
highly similar background features, and a number of 
bands appear to have straight vertical edges, which are 
inconsistent with the backgrounds.

The authors have stated that Figs. 4f and 6g indeed con-
tain errors, and that the western blots are not presented 
in their original state. They have provided raw data to 
address these concerns; however, these data contain fur-
ther inconsistencies and highly similar images. The Edi-
tors-in-Chief therefore no longer have confidence in the 
data and conclusions of this article.

Ruoyu Wu has not explicitly stated whether they 
agree to this retraction notice. Jihao Ruan, Yongjin Sun, 
Mengyu Liu, Zhuang Sha, Cunyi Fan and Qingkai Wu 
have not responded to any correspondence from the edi-
tor or publisher about this retraction.
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