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F12-treated subgroup of control and the TGF-
β1 + MSCs-CM-treated subgroup of Gal-3 OE (both 
α-SMA); the MSCs-CM-treated subgroup of control 
(E-Cadherin) and the normal subgroup of Gal-3OE 
(α-SMA); and the TGF-β1 + DMEM/F12-treated 
subgroup of control (E-Cadherin) and the normal 
subgroup of control (α-SMA).

The Editors in Chief therefore no longer have confidence 
in the reliability of the data presented. Bo Chen has 
stated on behalf of all authors that they agree with the 
retraction.
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RETRACTION NOTE.
The Editors in Chief have retracted this article 

after concerns were raised about the data reported. 
Specifically:

  • In Fig. 7a, there is evidence of a potential splice 
between lanes 2 and 3 of GAPDH blot.

  • The GAPDH blot of Fig. 11a appears to duplicate 
the GAPDH blot of Fig. 11c. In Fig. 11c, there is also 
evidence of a potential splice between lanes 1 and 2 
of Galectin 3 blot.

  • In Fig. 15, several panels appear to partially or 
wholly duplicate one another: the TGF-β1 + DMEM/
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The online version of the original article can be found at https://doi.
org/10.1186/s13287-021-02429-z.
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